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Practice

1 Match the underlined words in 1-10 with the explanations A-J.
1 They ran the same test eight times before they found the bug in the software,
2 “The soldier was trying to deactivate the land mine when it explode

3 While we were at university, we would often g0 10 the capital o take part i
political demonstrations.

Food was in short supply throughout the war.
Claire jumped out of her chair,1an to the balcony and grabbed the screaming child

4
5

6 The whole time that Las talking, the one chid n the audicnce was hovling!
7 Lorenzo the Magnificentdied i Forence n 1492,

s
o
0

We had a busy morning. Steve answered the phoy and | dealt with the emails,
A day out for the family used to cost considerably less than it does now.
‘The fire was raging through the whole night

A Asingle or completed action in the past.

B A sequence of different, completed actions in the past

C Two actions which happened at the same time in the past.

D The same action repeated several times i the past.

E Astate existing for some time in the past

F Anaction in progress in the past,

G Onea

jon interrupted by another, shorter action.
1 Two actions in progress at the same time in the past.

I A description of a past situation which is different nov

J A past action that happened frequently but no longer happens.

2 Read the text and choose the correct verb form in italics. If both forms
are correct, choose both. EETD Listen and check.

3 s  would Saturday morning cnema, or

the pctues, 35 we called i then. | remember the
st time my mother (2) allowed / used to alow me.
10,90, when | iz about ten 1t 3) was | would be-
50 exciing! Tat was with my big brother, of coure;
She didn't () use o allow  llow me to o on my

Onz ofthe ighlights of e when 1 vas  chid

oum t that age From then on, 1 (5) would used to ~ (13) were queving | used o queuing o of the

o every Saturday morning, a long a5 Dad olderchkdren wotid o and by sweets
() camed | was eaming money at the time ~is 1t amaging tothink now what a bargan it
‘work 7) was / used 0 be a bit eratic. (14) was | would be - | can't remember how much
et a0 1 (8) would by | abways sed to. W paid,but we (15) use 0 get were gettiog
o i abg el e e st e o T s aten
8wt 0. we were going to he ocal flea it = be a coupe o parsof serals, and then a main
£(10y s/ would bea realy old chema, which  feature. t(16) would  used 1o be really good vlue.
was probably why the Satuday ki’ pctures Then we'd al leave the cnema hungry despte the
(1) were used t be hed therel We Sweets, an troop back horme or the lnch that
(12) would abiays | aways used to et there our mothers had spent the morning making. That
about halfan hour before the doors opened s the ain point of course 0 getus out o the
50w coul get the best seat, and whie e housefora few hours!
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3 Complte the sentences with suitabl verbs from the bos. Use the pastsimple or past
continuous. CBEEE Listen and check.

announce blow collpse cook decde feel hit leave Ive manage mention
press uninto see setoff settledown soar spend stand stat study. take

1 at the bus stop when | the car slam into the lamp-post.

2 The icy wind through the trees as we on our journey.

3 Brad exhausted so he onto the sofa, the
button on the remote control and for an evening vegetating in front of
the box.

4 The twins the afternoon shopping because they for their
fatmates that evening.

5 Unfortunately for us, we. on the wrong side of Miami when Huricane:
Andrew the ity

6 Share prices when the government record growth figures.

7 Karen and Anna first writing to each other about thelr research when
they for their doctorates.

81 early the next morning so | to have an early night.

9 My younger brother the driving test five times before he.
to pass.

01 Clare at the supermarket the other day and she that you

might be looking for work.

4 Find eight mistakes with past forms and correct them. Tick (v) the correct sentences.

1 Lady Jane Grey used to be Queen of England foronly nine days in 1553.
2 What were the children doing while ther mother was visiing her siser in the hospital?
3 The huge liner doing the journey from Europe to the United Sates would be
extremely comfortable for the first clas passengers but those travelling in steerage
suffered appalling conditions

4 The victim was talking on her mobile phone while her attacker truck from behind.

S Mary didn't oin us yesterday evening because she expected a phone allfrom her son
in Austalia

6 Before printing and literacy became widespread, people would get news from the town
crer, who would shout out anything newsworthy for the whole town to hear.

7 ¥m sure that children didn't use to being 50 undisciplined when we were at schooll

8 The fox cubs were coming into our garden several times during the spring to try to get
our chickens.

9 Gerald wasn't used o having such dark hai - do you think he's coloured it?

10 Sorty 'm late. | was expecting tocatch the carly train but 1 got held up n taffic on the

way to the station.

1 Would your mother work when you were a child or did she say at home?

121 found it really difficult when 1 got the ob on the carly news programme as I really

wasnt usd to geting up at five 'clock n the morning!

o
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3 Past reasons
‘We often use the past perfect to describe the reason for a past action or ituation:
‘David didi' join the agency as he'd signed up with a rival firm.
The survivors looked painiully thin. They had been living on emergency rations since
the accdent.

4 Sequence of past actions
We can use the past perfect with the past simple to make a sequence of events clear
‘We use the past perfect fo the carlier action and the past simple for the lter one:
When we got back, the babysittr had put the children o bed.
3% a0

The babysite had pu the chidren 1o bed, e got back.

Notice the difference if both verbs are in the past simple
When we got back, the babysitter put the children to bed.
200 910

e got bock The babyste p the chidren 0 bed

We can usejust with the pastperfect to show that the earlie action was very recent
We wanted 0 talk tthe manaser incharge b she'd just left.
O we can use alfeady to show that the action happened sooner than we expected:
When we ot back,we were shocked tofind that the babysite ha already Sone home.
A e don't usually use the past pertect i the sequence is obvious and the first action
makes the second happen:
{8 had pened the door and et him i)
4 1 opened the door and le i n. (He was able to come in because I opened the door)

We can use either the past perfect or the past simple with time conjunctions,
g afte, before, as soon as, when:

e ushered me outof the wom as soon as 1 paid/had paid my subscription.

With before + past perfect the action in the past simple happens first:

1left university before 1'd fimished the course [ was taking.

We can use this pattern for a past action which prevented a later action from happening:
She sacked him before he'd had a chance to explain his behaviour.

5 Other uses
We can use the past perfect with superlatives, ordinals (the ist, second, lat, etc.), the anly,
etc.+ ever:
Lremember seeing ‘Nightmare on Elm treet’ when | was only eighteen. 1t was the most rightening
film Id ever seen.
They wanted us to 30 on the higher lopes but it was only the second time we'd ever done.
any skiin.
We use the past perfect with verbs such as hope, expect, want, plan, think about, wish 1o
describe past intentions which were unfulflled:
They had hoped o get to the sumit, but Travers fell il at base camp.
We'd been planning the merger for weeks when we received the news that it was all off:
Remember that we don't usually use the continuous form with state verbs:
Suzie had wanted to leave her job and start her own business, but then she was offered a
fantastic promotion and decided to stay.

State verbs > Unit 25.1
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Practice

1 Choose the best sentence, A or B, o ilustrate each picture.

A Tfelt ill when 1 ate the pudding.
B 1felt il when Id caten the pudding

A Iexplained to my host that I'd been
fixing the car, which had broken down.

B 1 explained to my host that | was fixing.
the car, which had broken down.

A Carrie was excited because she was.
travelling to South Africa

B Carrie was excited because she had
travelled to South Africa.

A Thoped to gt a good result for my.
final exams.

B 1had hoped o get a good result for my
final exams.

104

A When retumed to my hotel room,
the maid made the bed.

B When I returned to my hotel room,
the maid had made the bed.

A The matinée performance started when
we got there.

B The matinée performance had started
when we got there.

A Petra had been baking a cake when we
went to her new flat for tea.

B Petra had baked a cake when we went to
her new flat for tea.

A Isat down before the doctor had told me.
the bad news.

B The doctor told me the bad news before
Ihad sat down.
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2 choose the most suitable verb form in italics. CBEEN Listen and check.

S0 turned { had tumed on my heels and walked out of the shop n disgust
2 Many voters were turned away from the voting stations although they had gueued /
quened for hours to cast their vore.
3 The mechanics had been taking / had taken the engine apart several imes before they
were able to locate the source of the mysterious attle.
4 By 1280 Genghis Khan had conguered { had been conquering the whole of China,
S She was surprised to find the fridge empty; the children had eaten / had been cating
everything!
6 Our lead actor turned up and he was word perfect; apparently he was practising |
had been practising his lines all day.
7 The children wanted to invite thelr friends to the circus, but th
had been booking tickets for just the family.
8 Debbie couldn't understand why her computer crashed; it had been working /
was working perfectly for as long as she could remember.
9 My niece’s accident was rather asetback because she oped / had hoped to pursue
career as  tennis player
10° Mrs Lawson arrived at casualty in quite a state; she suffered / had been suffring from
severe stomach pains for hours.

i father had booked /

3 (EIUIITIER Complete the text with the verbs in brackets. Use the past simple,
past perfect, past continuous or past perfect cor
CEEED Listen and check.

Christopher Reeve 1952-2004

KNOWN PRINCIPALLY 35 an actor, Reete
) (have) many other
talents and nterests, incuding diecting, which
he@ (do) forsome
years a he time of isdeath n 2004,

Born in September 1952, Reeve was
heavly nflunce through hisife by his
ovelist and poet fathe, D Reeve. A5  chd he

o (begi)acting stores
with i it brother, nd by the ageof eight he.
@ (aleady/sppear)
in several school pays.

He studed music and Englh at Comell Univeriy

and whiehe (5) stuc)in

s fnal year, he was accepted nto the renowned

Juilard School o the Performing Art. He

®, (perform) both in

im and on the stage for a few years when he

o (accept)thepartfor

which h i mos remembered, Superman, in 1975,
Aaysactive and a keen sportsman, Reete

® (60 all his own stunts. In

sports terms, is nterests focused on horse-iding,

andhe®) (compete) i everts

fora fewyears whe, in 1995, he wasthrown from
i horse and broke his neck. from a man who

a0 b0)at the peak o his
powers, he was niow paralsed fom the neck down.
Perhaps because he (11) o)
50 ctive, he was determine o continue making
something of his fe, and despite his severe injures,
he(12) (continue) to actand
he started diecting, In October 2004 Reeve

a3 (promote) a fim that he
g (recently/drec)
The Brooke Elson Story - when he suffered a sudden
and unexpected heatattack and fllinto a coma. He.
as) () the ollowing day,
aged only 52, eaving a wife and three chiden.





